
Throughout 2020, educa-
tional institutions of all age 
groups have made adjustments 
to cope with the COVID-19 
pandemic.  The Life-long 
Learning Institute-Manassas 
(LLI) is no exception.

Started in 2003, LLI-Manas-
sas, a 501(c)(3) non-profit or-
gani-zation, “is a community 
of adults age 50 and older that 
provides edu-cational and so-
cial opportunities to seniors 
in a friendly and informal set-
ting.”  It has a board of direc-
tors, but with no paid staff, it 
is run en-tirely by volunteers 
and has no “brick and mortar” 
office.

In-person classes, usually 
held in several local church-
es and the Hylton Performing 
Arts Center, were curtailed 
to comply with COVID-19 
guidelines.

Many were replaced by 
Zoom classes that started in 
the late spring and will contin-
ue until groups can meet safe-
ly, again, perhaps in the fall of 
2021.

“About 28 classes were can-
celled,” said Mary Foster, LLI 
Out-reach Chair. “Many of 
these classes were offered in 
Fall 2020.   About 16 class-
es were completed in Spring 
2020.”

There are 44 Zoom classes 
scheduled for Spring 2021. 
The class categories include 
Arts and Literature, Current 
Events, Experi ence Buffet, 
Health and Fitness, History, 
Lifestyle, Our Neighbor-hood, 
Religion and Philosophy and 
Science and Technology and 
Na-ture.

Foster said a sample of 

Spring 2021 topics includes, 
“Health top-ics: spinal stenosis, 
acupuncture benefits; Science: 
three classes from Science Fab 
Lab instructors at Ma-nassas 
Northern Virginia Commu-nity 
College; Great Decisions: cur-
rent world events based on For-
eign Affairs curriculum. Misc: 
“Lo-cal Museums, Hidden 
Treasures” and “When Holly-
wood Crafts His-tory.” There 
are three clubs, listed, as well.

A current listing of these 
classes and clubs and other in-
forma-tion, including registra-
tion, can be found at lli-manas-
sas.org.

Foster said, Spring Regis-
tra-tion starts Jan. 18, with the 
first class, “Sherlock Holmes: 
Books and Beyond,” on Jan 
25. The cost of this Spring 
membership is $75 and ex-

tends through June 30, 2021. 
The memberships of those who 
paid$125 last fall will also ex-
tend through June 30, as well.

Classes for Fall 2021 will be 
announced during the summer.

Foster added, normally, 
“In-person class sizes depend 
on the venue. Class size ranges 
from 40 to 100. Zoom classes 
are limited to 98, but note that 
if couples attend a Zoom class, 
they count as one.

There are approximately 
350 LLI-Manassas members, 
which in-cludes about 35 Heri-
tage Hunt resi-dents, including 
Foster, who joined LLI-Manas-
sas in 2011 and served on its 
Board of Directors for seven 
years. She is a past president 
and has been Outreach Chair 
since 2018.

“Most volunteer in some 

ca-pacity and one has been an 
instruc-tor,” Foster said.  “We 
also have many members liv-
ing in Regency, and several 
have been instructors.”

Foster said she would love to 
see membership grow, starting 
this month  so new members, 
like oth-ers, can enjoy learning 
from an ar-ray of topics that 
offer something for everyone.

Ron Blum said, “I always 
look forward to LLI classes, 
not only because of the varied 
topics and engaging speakers, 
but also because of the class 
discussion.  Invariably, there is 
a subject matter expert sit-ting 
in the audience with us who can 
share first-person perspectives 
on the topic because of their 
work ex-perience.  Because of 
our proxim-ity to Washington, 
DC, many of our LLI members 

have retired from government 
or military service and have 
unique outlooks on current 
national and international is-
sues.” Mike Ahern added, 
“LLI has been a second family 
to me for seven years.”

As Brian Tacy, a Canadian/
American motivational speak-
er and author said, “Commit 
yourself to lifelong learning. 
The most valuable asset you’ll 
ever have is your mind and 
what you put into it.”

Foster concluded, “If you 
want to explore new topics, 
enhance your knowledge about 
issues, and have fun social-
izing with interesting people, 
join LLI.  Expand your ho-ri-
zons and enrich your life.”
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Hope and happiness top wish lists for 2021

Courtesy Photo

Seven-year-old bell ringer raises $3000+ for the Salvation Army

continued on page 11

continued on page 5

By JAN DAVIS
Observer staff

The events of 2020 will not be
easily forgotten.  The COVID-19
pandemic, peaceful protests, civil
unrest, California and Colorado
wildfires, the death of Supreme
Court Justice Ruth Bader Gins-
burg, the approval of two vaccines
to combat the virus, the elections,
a shortage of toilet paper and hy-
brid and virtual school, which in
turn introduced the word Zoom, to
everyone’s vocabulary, just to
name a few.

Looking forward to the 2021,
several  community residents in
different age groups, shared what
they are hoping for in the new year.

Vicki Buchheit, who grew up
in Prince William County and now
teaches at Sinclair Elementary
School in Manassas, said, “I hope
for a positive and less challenging
2021. I hope that I will be able to
see and work with my students in
person again at our awesome
Sinclair Elementary School.  I re-
ally miss being in person with my Brian Di Bassinga, Battlefield HS

junior:“In 2021, I hope for improvements
in the educational experience for
students regardless of  backgrounds.”

Teacher  Vicki Buchheit: “I hope that I
will be able to see and work with my
students in person again at our
awesome Sinclair Elementary School.”

Anita and Henry Wade: “We are hoping for an effective COVID vaccine in 2021.  We
are also praying for the physical and mental health in our nation.”
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By JAN DAVIS
Observer staff

The ringing of the Salvation
Army’s bell calling all to donate to
the red kettle is a true sign of the
Christmas holiday season.

 During the 2020 holiday sea-
son,  Grayson, a seven-year-old,
helped the organization in a fun
way.

Grayson has always wanted to
ring the bell for the Salvation Army.

Adam, his dad, explained,
“Whenever he sees a bell ringer, he
empties his pockets, and ours, to
support them.”

They thought it would be im-
possible this COVID Christmas, but
Grayson came up with an idea to
make his dream become a reality.

 This second grader at T. Clay
Wood Elementary School in Nokes-
ville, with the help of his folks, set
up a fundraiser on Facebook with
videos and an in-person collection
in his front yard on Dec. 12. He

Grayson, seven-year-old who helped the Salvation Army collect funds for the needy
for Christmas 2020

dressed up, ringing his bell for the
Salvation Army the day he was col-
lecting .  During the hour he col-
lected money, while his father was
there  dressed up as Santa.

At first, Grayson did not set a
goal for the amount to collect, but
as the donations came in, he hoped
to collect $1,000.

Each evening Grayson would
check the Facebook page to see how
much had been donated.  By Dec.
16, he had collected $1,205, with
$905 of it from his Facebook page,
and $300 in cash that was dropped
off at his home by the community
on Dec. 12.

By Christmas Eve, Grayson’s
efforts had resulted in more than
$3000 in donations.

The Facebook donations were
sent directly to the Salvation Army,
and Grayson dropped off the cash to
the bell ringers.

By E. BRUCE DAVIS
Observer staff

A member of our community
has a vital role and front row seat
in the distribution of the COVID-
19 vaccines across the United
States. He is Army Col. Robert
Mikesh of Bristow, Chief of IT, at
Operation Warp Speed (OWS), the
special task force created by Presi-
dent Trump last May.

Lt. Col. John Severns, USAF
(HHS/IOS), of OWS’ Public Af-
fairs, said IT, under Col. Mikesh’s
direction, provides important data
to track how many vaccines there
are, where they are being distrib-
uted, how many patients have been
given them and for the first two
vaccines, the follow up informa-
tion for the second shot to be ad-
ministered 3-4 weeks later.

Local resident
has vital role
in COVID-19
vaccine
distribution
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FROM STAFF REPORTS

‘Passport To Prince William,’
a new digital passport with dis-
counts to area shops, craft bever-
age venues, attractions, restaur-
ants, hotels, and other businesses
is now available for use, according
to  Prince William County Office
of Tourism, d/b/a Visit Prince Wil-
liam, Virginia.

 “Prince William County busi-
nesses need support to help drive
their economic recovery,” stated
Ann Marie Maher, Director of
Tourism for Prince William
County. “The Passport to Prince
William program is a component
of the County’s ongoing economic
recovery effort with the goal of
encouraging residents and travel-
ers to safely shop, dine, and play
locally,” she added.

 More than 85 Prince William
County businesses are part of the
‘Passport To Prince William’. Ad-
ditional businesses will be added
as the program evolves. The digi-
tal passport is free for both con-
sumers and businesses to join and
is supported by a ‘spend local’ ad-
vertising campaign to encourage

consumer spending in the County.
Business wanting to partici-

pate can sign up at https://
d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / f o r m s / d /
13BP07aMAX9vqG36M1T7BB-
2 e n T h g v c l P 5 k U r Y _ c i x _ k /
viewform?edit_requested=trueResidents
and travelers can find the ‘Passport
to Prince William’ at
www.PWCDeals.com

Rt. 29 Small Area
Plan presentation
postponed to Feb. 17

The Route 29 Small Area Plan,
that was to be presented to the Plan-
ning Commission on Dec. 16, 2020,
has been postponed to Feb. 17,  ac-
cording to a news release from the
Planning Office. No reason was
stated for the postponement.

See the draft document last re-
vised Nov. 24, 2020  online  at
https://www.pwcgov.org/govern-
m e n t / d e p t / p l a n n i n g / P a g e s /
sap_route29.aspx

For questions or comments
email planning@pwcgov.org. All
comments will be made available to
the public through the Freedom of
Information Act..

By E. BRUCE DAVIS
Observer staff

Throughout 2020, educational
institutions of all age groups have
made adjustments to cope with the
COVID-19 pandemic.  The Life-
long Learning Institute-Manassas
(LLI) is no exception.

Started in 2003, LLI-Manas-
sas, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation, “is a community of adults
age 50 and older that provides edu-
cational and social opportunities to
seniors in a friendly and informal
setting.”  It has a board of directors,
but with no paid staff, it is run en-
tirely by volunteers and has no
“brick and mortar” office.

In-person classes, usually held
in several local churches and the
Hylton Performing Arts Center,
were curtailed to comply with
COVID-19 guidelines.

Many were replaced by Zoom
classes that started in the late spring
and will continue until groups can
meet safely, again, perhaps in the
fall of 2021.

“About 28 classes were can-
celled,” said Mary Foster, LLI Out-
reach Chair. “Many of these classes
were offered in Fall 2020.   About
16 classes were completed in Spring
2020.”

There are 44 Zoom classes
scheduled for Spring 2021. The
class categories include Arts and
Literature, Current Events, Experi-

ence Buffet, Health and Fitness,
History, Lifestyle, Our Neighbor-
hood, Religion and Philosophy and
Science and Technology and Na-
ture.

Foster said a sample of Spring
2021 topics includes, “Health top-
ics: spinal stenosis, acupuncture
benefits; Science: three classes from
Science Fab Lab instructors at Ma-
nassas Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College; Great Decisions:
current world events based on For-
eign Affairs curriculum. Misc: “Lo-
cal Museums, Hidden Treasures”
and “When Hollywood Crafts His-
tory.” There are three clubs, listed,
as well.

A current listing of these
classes and clubs and other informa-
tion, including registration, can be
found at lli-manassas.org.

Foster said, Spring Registra-
tion starts Jan. 18, with the first
class, “Sherlock Holmes: Books
and Beyond,” on Jan 25. The cost
of this Spring membership is $75
and extends through June 30, 2021.
The memberships of those who paid
$125 last fall will also extend
through June 30, as well.

Classes for Fall 2021 will be
announced during the summer.

Foster added, normally, “In-
person class sizes depend on the
venue. Class size ranges from 40 to
100. Zoom classes are limited to 98,
but note that if couples attend a
Zoom class, they count as one.

There are approximately 350
LLI-Manassas members, which in-
cludes about 35 Heritage Hunt resi-
dents, including Foster, who joined
LLI-Manassas in 2011 and served
on its Board of Directors for seven
years. She is a past president and
has been Outreach Chair since
2018.

“Most volunteer in some ca-
pacity and one has been an instruc-
tor,” Foster said.  “We also have
many members living in Regency,
and several have been instructors.”

Foster said she would love to
see membership grow, starting this

month  so new members, like oth-
ers, can enjoy learning from an ar-
ray of topics that offer something
for everyone.

Ron Blum said, “I always look
forward to LLI classes, not only
because of the varied topics and
engaging speakers, but also because
of the class discussion.  Invariably,
there is a subject matter expert sit-
ting in the audience with us who can
share first-person perspectives on
the topic because of their work ex-
perience.  Because of our proxim-
ity to Washington, DC, many of our
LLI members have retired from
government or military service and

have unique outlooks on current
national and international issues.”
Mike Ahern added, “LLI has been
a second family to me for seven
years.”

As Brian Tacy, a Canadian/
American motivational speaker and
author said, “Commit yourself to
lifelong learning. The most valuable
asset you’ll ever have is your mind
and what you put into it.”

Foster concluded, “If you want
to explore new topics, enhance your
knowledge about issues, and have
fun socializing with interesting
people, join LLI.  Expand your ho-
rizons and enrich your life.”

PW Tourism Office offers digital
“passport” for visitors and residents

Lifelong Learning offers enticing variety of classes for people 50 and up

A Lifelong Learning Institute-Manassas Cooking class before COVID-19 restrictions Courtesy photo
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Many were replaced by Zoom
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and will continue until groups can
meet safely, again, perhaps in the
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were offered in Fall 2020.   About
16 classes were completed in Spring
2020.”
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eign Affairs curriculum. Misc: “Lo-
cal Museums, Hidden Treasures”
and “When Hollywood Crafts His-
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as well.

A current listing of these
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tion, including registration, can be
found at lli-manassas.org.

Foster said, Spring Registra-
tion starts Jan. 18, with the first
class, “Sherlock Holmes: Books
and Beyond,” on Jan 25. The cost
of this Spring membership is $75
and extends through June 30, 2021.
The memberships of those who paid
$125 last fall will also extend
through June 30, as well.

Classes for Fall 2021 will be
announced during the summer.

Foster added, normally, “In-
person class sizes depend on the
venue. Class size ranges from 40 to
100. Zoom classes are limited to 98,
but note that if couples attend a
Zoom class, they count as one.

There are approximately 350
LLI-Manassas members, which in-
cludes about 35 Heritage Hunt resi-
dents, including Foster, who joined
LLI-Manassas in 2011 and served
on its Board of Directors for seven
years. She is a past president and
has been Outreach Chair since
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“Most volunteer in some ca-
pacity and one has been an instruc-
tor,” Foster said.  “We also have
many members living in Regency,
and several have been instructors.”
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see membership grow, starting this

month  so new members, like oth-
ers, can enjoy learning from an ar-
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ting in the audience with us who can
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age venues, attractions, restaur-
ants, hotels, and other businesses
is now available for use, according
to  Prince William County Office
of Tourism, d/b/a Visit Prince Wil-
liam, Virginia.

 “Prince William County busi-
nesses need support to help drive
their economic recovery,” stated
Ann Marie Maher, Director of
Tourism for Prince William
County. “The Passport to Prince
William program is a component
of the County’s ongoing economic
recovery effort with the goal of
encouraging residents and travel-
ers to safely shop, dine, and play
locally,” she added.

 More than 85 Prince William
County businesses are part of the
‘Passport To Prince William’. Ad-
ditional businesses will be added
as the program evolves. The digi-
tal passport is free for both con-
sumers and businesses to join and
is supported by a ‘spend local’ ad-
vertising campaign to encourage

consumer spending in the County.
Business wanting to partici-

pate can sign up at https://
d o c s . g o o g l e . c o m / f o r m s / d /
13BP07aMAX9vqG36M1T7BB-
2 e n T h g v c l P 5 k U r Y _ c i x _ k /
viewform?edit_requested=trueResidents
and travelers can find the ‘Passport
to Prince William’ at
www.PWCDeals.com

Rt. 29 Small Area
Plan presentation
postponed to Feb. 17

The Route 29 Small Area Plan,
that was to be presented to the Plan-
ning Commission on Dec. 16, 2020,
has been postponed to Feb. 17,  ac-
cording to a news release from the
Planning Office. No reason was
stated for the postponement.

See the draft document last re-
vised Nov. 24, 2020  online  at
https://www.pwcgov.org/govern-
m e n t / d e p t / p l a n n i n g / P a g e s /
sap_route29.aspx

For questions or comments
email planning@pwcgov.org. All
comments will be made available to
the public through the Freedom of
Information Act..

By E. BRUCE DAVIS
Observer staff

Throughout 2020, educational
institutions of all age groups have
made adjustments to cope with the
COVID-19 pandemic.  The Life-
long Learning Institute-Manassas
(LLI) is no exception.

Started in 2003, LLI-Manas-
sas, a 501(c)(3) non-profit organi-
zation, “is a community of adults
age 50 and older that provides edu-
cational and social opportunities to
seniors in a friendly and informal
setting.”  It has a board of directors,
but with no paid staff, it is run en-
tirely by volunteers and has no
“brick and mortar” office.

In-person classes, usually held
in several local churches and the
Hylton Performing Arts Center,
were curtailed to comply with
COVID-19 guidelines.

Many were replaced by Zoom
classes that started in the late spring
and will continue until groups can
meet safely, again, perhaps in the
fall of 2021.

“About 28 classes were can-
celled,” said Mary Foster, LLI Out-
reach Chair. “Many of these classes
were offered in Fall 2020.   About
16 classes were completed in Spring
2020.”

There are 44 Zoom classes
scheduled for Spring 2021. The
class categories include Arts and
Literature, Current Events, Experi-

ence Buffet, Health and Fitness,
History, Lifestyle, Our Neighbor-
hood, Religion and Philosophy and
Science and Technology and Na-
ture.

Foster said a sample of Spring
2021 topics includes, “Health top-
ics: spinal stenosis, acupuncture
benefits; Science: three classes from
Science Fab Lab instructors at Ma-
nassas Northern Virginia Commu-
nity College; Great Decisions:
current world events based on For-
eign Affairs curriculum. Misc: “Lo-
cal Museums, Hidden Treasures”
and “When Hollywood Crafts His-
tory.” There are three clubs, listed,
as well.

A current listing of these
classes and clubs and other informa-
tion, including registration, can be
found at lli-manassas.org.

Foster said, Spring Registra-
tion starts Jan. 18, with the first
class, “Sherlock Holmes: Books
and Beyond,” on Jan 25. The cost
of this Spring membership is $75
and extends through June 30, 2021.
The memberships of those who paid
$125 last fall will also extend
through June 30, as well.

Classes for Fall 2021 will be
announced during the summer.

Foster added, normally, “In-
person class sizes depend on the
venue. Class size ranges from 40 to
100. Zoom classes are limited to 98,
but note that if couples attend a
Zoom class, they count as one.

There are approximately 350
LLI-Manassas members, which in-
cludes about 35 Heritage Hunt resi-
dents, including Foster, who joined
LLI-Manassas in 2011 and served
on its Board of Directors for seven
years. She is a past president and
has been Outreach Chair since
2018.

“Most volunteer in some ca-
pacity and one has been an instruc-
tor,” Foster said.  “We also have
many members living in Regency,
and several have been instructors.”

Foster said she would love to
see membership grow, starting this

month  so new members, like oth-
ers, can enjoy learning from an ar-
ray of topics that offer something
for everyone.

Ron Blum said, “I always look
forward to LLI classes, not only
because of the varied topics and
engaging speakers, but also because
of the class discussion.  Invariably,
there is a subject matter expert sit-
ting in the audience with us who can
share first-person perspectives on
the topic because of their work ex-
perience.  Because of our proxim-
ity to Washington, DC, many of our
LLI members have retired from
government or military service and

have unique outlooks on current
national and international issues.”
Mike Ahern added, “LLI has been
a second family to me for seven
years.”

As Brian Tacy, a Canadian/
American motivational speaker and
author said, “Commit yourself to
lifelong learning. The most valuable
asset you’ll ever have is your mind
and what you put into it.”

Foster concluded, “If you want
to explore new topics, enhance your
knowledge about issues, and have
fun socializing with interesting
people, join LLI.  Expand your ho-
rizons and enrich your life.”

PW Tourism Office offers digital
“passport” for visitors and residents

Lifelong Learning offers enticing variety of classes for people 50 and up

A Lifelong Learning Institute-Manassas Cooking class before COVID-19 restrictions Courtesy photo


