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The Historic Preservation Division is dedicated to the                    
preservation of Prince William County’s historic structures and 
interiors, archaeological resources, natural resources, and                     
historic landscapes. This portion of our mission was a significant focus during a rainy 2018. At the Brentsville Courthouse 
Historic Centre, the entrance driveway was widened to allow tour and school bus access and two accessible van parking 
spaces. Sidewalks were completed to the Jail with a project underway to connect accessible sidewalks to the Union Church 
as well. Our gift store was remodeled, and the schoolhouse restrooms and entrance ramp were upgraded for ADA                      

compliance. 
 
The colonial farm house, Rippon Lodge, received some much needed attention 
with a new cedar shake roof and upgrades to the geothermal heating system. The 
site also had a rebuilt rose arbor and a massive tree cleanup due to the high winds 
of last winter. We completed an exciting project that utilized ground penetrating 
radar to find and document the graves in the cemetery. We have not received the 
report yet but we will use the data to help protect this important resource.  
 
The list of improvements and preserva-
tion projects also includes basement  

window sill replacement at Ben Lomond, boardwalk design for upgrades to the 
Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve, and we are working with the 
Prince William County Planning Department to incorporate the Cockpit Point 
Battlefield and the Bristoe Station Battlefield management plans into the             
updated County Comprehensive Plan. 
 
Our most exciting accomplishment of 2018 was the completion of the 
Barnes House interior restoration. The Barnes House was saved from 
the Route 234 widening project in 2004, and in November of 2014 it moved to its new home next to the Montclair    
Community Library. The tedious and rewarding interior restoration has brought the building back to its historic                      
appearance with exhibits to come in 2019. 
 

  Thank you for your continued support as we look  
  forward to hosting many exciting programs and  
  events in 2019. 

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 
PWCHPD  

GPR at Rippon Lodge, October 2018 
PWCHPD  

Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetland’s Preserve  
PWCHPD  

Brendon Hanafin  
Division Chief  

Historic Preservation Division  
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Experience Christmases Through History at Rippon 
Lodge Historic Site  

 
 
During Holidays Through the Ages Candlelight Tours at Rippon Lodge Historic Site 
this December, we not only focus on the splendor of the season, but important 
moments in history.  This year, the depiction of Santa Claus during the Civil 
War and the Battle of the Bulge during World War II, will be highlighted.  
 
During the Civil War, Americans saw the 
first introductions to the modern image of a 
jolly and portly Santa Claus through the 

drawings of Thomas Nast, a German-speaking immigrant, in Harper’s Weekly. Nast          
exhibited artistic talent since his youth, and after immigrating to America, he would find 
employment at age fifteen with Frank Leslie’s Illustrated News in New York.  When the 
war broke out, Nast’s illustrations were at first more military focused, but as the years 
progressed, his art work, when it came to the war, become more sentimental, though 
always distinct with his particular political commentary. 
 
Nast began his work for Harper’s Weekly in 1862.  One of his first depictions of Santa 
was inspired by Clement Moore’s writing, “A Visit from Saint Nicholas”.  Although the 
drawing was completed in 1862, it was not published until January of 1863.  “Santa 
Claus in Camp” was the cover of Harper’s Weekly on January 3rd.  The image is powerful.  
Santa is wearing a suit rather similar to Uncle Sam-red and white pants paired with a 
blue jacket covered in stars.  His sleigh, pulled by reindeers, is full of presents and letters 
which he is passing out to the soldiers.  Some of the soldiers have already 

opened their gifts, holding them up for 
others to see.  There are two young 
drummer boys sitting in the snow just 
behind the sleigh playing with a Jack-in-the-Box.  Off in the distance are tents, 
campfires, and arches with greetings, welcoming Santa’s arrival.  Still in his sleigh, 
Santa is showing a toy to some Union soldiers.  In true Nast political satire, the toy 
is a wooden effigy of  Confederate President, Jefferson Davis.  
 
Inside the issue are more illustrations of solders separated from their families dur-
ing the holiday, taking a more traditional and heartwarming tone to their depictions.  
These would not be the only depictions of Santa Claus by Thomas Nast.  Every 
year he would draw new images of Santa for Harper’s Weekly. However, his most 
famous image of Old Saint Nick was still yet to come.  Nearly 20 years later, 
“Merry Old Santa Claus”, the illustration that Nast is most know for, was published 
on January 1, 1881s weekly edition. 
 

Continued…  
 

Holiday History  

Rippon Lodge, December 2017 
PWCHPD  

Harper’s Weekly, January 1863. 
Courtesy of Library of Congress  

“Merry Old Santa Claus,” Harper’s Weekly, January 1881  
Courtesy of Ohio State University   
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Holiday History ...continued  
 
On December 16th during World War I, the Battle of the Bulge, as it 
was known to the Allied public, was an ambitious German plan they 
called “Watch on the Rhine”.  Their plan was to deny the important 
Belgian port of Antwerp to the Allies, while also dividing up the             
American, British, and French field armies.  Even with this desperate 
gamble the Germans didn’t hope to win; their goal was a peace treaty 
that would allow them to focus on the Soviet Union. 
 
It was known as the Ardennes Offensive to the Allied armies for the 
heavily wooded area of Belgium and Luxemburg the German attack hit.  
A combination of overconfidence, under preparedness, and                
surprise led to initial German successes. However, hard fighting to 
the north by the 2nd and 99th Infantry Divisions, as well as to the 
south around Bastogne by the 28th Infantry Division, 9th and 10th 
Armored Division, and 101st Airborne Division, slowed the               
German attacks to a stop. 

 
When the weather cleared, the Allied air forces returned to the 
fight.  Muddy roads and snow that had shielded the German  
forces now left them with little room to escape as they were            
hammered by air attacks.  Having failed in their objectives, the 
Germans now lost significant numbers of experienced men and 
irreplaceable equipment during their retreat.  It was January 25th 
and the Allies were advancing once again on both fronts. 
 
During the Holidays Through the Ages Candlelight Tours, Rippon 
Lodge will have both a Civil War Santa and reenactors for the 
Battle of the Bulge present for visitors to engage and learn more 
about each war’s history.  Tours for two evenings are from 6 pm 
to 9 pm, November 30 and December 1. The gates open at 5:00 
pm. Admission is $7.00 per person, with children under 6 free of 
charge, and reservations are recommend, but not required. On 
December 1, see Rippon Lodge’s special tree lighting ceremony 
with tree ornaments decorated by ALPHABest Students and 
hosted by special guest, Supervisor Frank Principi.  We hope you 
will join us for this once-a year seasonal celebration!  
 
 

 Jessica Maria Alicea  
 Historic Site Manager  

 

 &  
 

  J. Nate McDonald  
  Historic Interpreter 

          Historic Preservation Division  

Soldiers of the 28th Infantry Division returning to 
Bastogne on December 20th.  

Signal Corps Photo #ETO-HQ-44-30380 

World War I Christmas at Rippon Lodge  
PWCHPD 
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2018 Historic Preservation Updates  
 
As the Division approaches the end of 2018, there is time to reflect on the                    
substantial number of projects the preservation team has executed. No project comes 
without its obstacles, and in a year of significant weather impacting our                 
historic buildings and landscape which continuously threw the schedule off course, 
the Division successfully moved forward with the implementation of several                    
previously scheduled projects. Most recently, historic sites such as Ben Lomond and 
the Barnes House saw significant restoration projects come to a close, capping 
off a successful year of supporting our mission as stewards in the preservation 
of our County’s combined cultural heritage. 

 
The Barnes House restoration was completed in early Fall and could be considered the 
Divisions largest project of the last several years. Following a preservation effort to           
relocate and stabilize the Barnes House, Division carpentry staff spent hundreds of              
additional hours restoring the interior of the structure this past summer. Architectural 
and interpretive features such as; millwork, floor restoration, plasterwork, painting, and 
the installation of commercial exhibit lighting and a new custom carpet runner, were                   
completed. 

 
In late October, the Barnes House interior was opened to the public for the first 
time during its participation in the first Montclair History Day in cooperation with 

the Montclair History Committee. Visitors had a chance to tour the inside of the newly restored building, see mid-century 
plans of the original design of the community of Montclair, and hear from the Division curator on the final phase of the 
sites future exhibit and interpretive plan. If you missed out on visiting the Barnes House in October, keep an eye out for 
the 2019 programming schedule for additional opportunities. 
 
Ben Lomond Historic Site also underwent a significant project with the restoration of the root cellar window lintels. In 
cooperation with Dominion Restoration, the project serves as part of the first phase to reinforce the stability of the              
structure and ensure the long-term preservation of the building. Prior to the restoration, the five remaining lintels were 
severely compromised due to insect and water damage and were a continued threat to the integrity of the cellar windows. 

To remediate the damage, oak lintels measuring 10” x 12” x 4’ in 
length and weighing approximately 140 pounds each were installed. In 
order to execute the plan, significant prep and finishing work was re-
quired from Dominion Restoration and Division staff members Fritz              
Korzendorfer and William Taplin. The Division will now turn its focus 
to the protection of the Ben Lomond cellar foundation against rising 
damp and the potential of future flooding. Thanks to Division staff 
and supporting contractors, the project was not only a successful          
restoration but incurred limited to no disruption to building operations    
or visitor experience.  
 

Restoration projects require the assistance and expertise of many to execute properly. The Prince William County Historic 
Preservation Division is fortunate to have amazing talent on staff who not only help make these projects successful but 
also rewarding. Many thanks to all of those who helped protect our historic built environment this year. 

 

Preservation Happenings  

Barnes House  
PWCHPD 

Interior of Barnes House, October 2018 
PWCHPD 

Ben Lomond Restoration Work,  September 2018 
PWCHPD  

Audra Medve 
Buildings Operations Supervisor  

Historic Preservation Division  
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Collections Corner 
 

Simple Glass Bottles Point to a Global World in Prince William County  
 

At its height Dumfries, Virginia was a thriving commercial and transportation hub 
that seemed posed to challenge its larger rivals as one of the major ports on the 
Atlantic seaboard. Not content to vie with nearby Alexandria as the Potomac 
River’s principle port, some of the town’s boosters prophesied a time when               
Dumfries rivaled both Philadelphia and New York.  In the space of a generation, 
dreams of Dumfries as a major port crumbled.  Soil erosion, principally stemming 
from tobacco farming, silted up Quantico Creek preventing ocean going vessels 
easy access to the town’s ports. Alexandria won the fight for the river’s major port. 

 
Constructed while Dumfries 
still prospered, Williams      
Ordinary reflected the ideal 
the Prince William  County 
town being of a Trans-
Atlantic port.  The substantial 
brick building located just outside of town attempted to attract many of 
the visitors of the town to spend their time, and money, in the tavern.  
Reflecting its role as a cosmopolitan public space, guests to the building 
used a number of items that reflected Dumfries’ role as a trading port.  
Fresh food and drink were supplied by local farms while much of the  
furniture would likely have been built by artisans along the Eastern           
Seaboard from Philadelphia to Virginia. Emphasizing its international 

role, visitors to this public house consumed items imported from Europe. 
 
These two blue-green glass bottles reflect Dumfries location in a Trans-Atlantic 
world.  Manufactured in France in the late 18th century, these bottles were used to 
store small amounts of dry foodstuffs for either resale or domestic consumption. 
These bottles also highlight the insignificant number of factories in the new United 
States.  There were not enough factories producing these simple-use bottles for the 
national demand so many were imported.  At the dawn of the Industrial Revolution, 
the United Kingdom was establishing a reputation for producing large qualities                  
of well made, inexpensive trade goods for the world market.  However in the years 
immediately following the American Revolution, trade between the U.S. and U.K.  
remained so strained that many American merchants decided to purchase inferior 
French products at a higher price than trade with their British counterparts. 
 
Uncovered in the 20th century and on display at the Williams Ordinary today, these 
two ordinary looking bottles reflect a time when Dumfries seemed at the cusp of    
becoming the economic powerhouse of Prince William County. 
          
Bill Backus 
Preservationist  
Historic Preservation Division  

A map of the most inhabited part of             
Virginia containing the whole province of 

Maryland with part of Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey and North Carolina. 

Courtesy of Library of Congress  

Williams Ordinary 
PWCHPD  

Glass Bottles in the PWCHPD Collection  
PWCHPD 
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Staff  News 
New Book Release  
Witness to Peace and Strife: A History of Ben Lomond in Manassas, Virginia   
 

The Prince William County Historic Preservation Division is currently working on researching 
and writing a series of booklets about the history of  some of the county’s historic buildings 
for visitors to take the history home with them after their visit. Over the course of the past 
year, Historic Site Manager, Paige Gibbons Backus, has been working hard on writing the 
book for Ben  Lomond Historic Site. We are excited to announce that Witness to Peace and 
Strife: A History of Ben Lomond in Manassas, Virginia will be available for purchase starting in  
December 2018. Site booklets will be available for $7 or a tour/book combination will be 
available for $10. While the sites are currently closed for the season, call 703-367-7872 to 
schedule a tour at no additional cost. Stay tuned, the next site to write a book: Rippon Lodge!  

Personnel Changes 
 

Bill Backus, Preservationist   
Starting in September 2018, Historic Site Manager, 
Bill Backus, changed roles within the Historic  
Preservation Division now serving as the                  
Preservationist/Curator. In his new role, Bill will  
assist site staff for the care of the county’s historic 
collections and serve as the staff liaison for the Prince William Historic 
Preservation Foundation.  

 
Paige Gibbons Backus, Historic Site Manager   
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre  

This November, Paige has transferred from                
managing Ben Lomond Historic Site to overseeing 
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre. At this site, 
Paige will assist with the installation of new exhibits in 
the Brentsville Jail, develop new programming, and 
work with the Historic Preservation Division to allow 
more people to appreciate and experience the history  

of Prince William County in one of the last rural areas in the County.  

Staff Attends Washington Rochambeau 
Route Meeting  

 

Nathan McDonald attended the annual 
meeting of the Washington Rochambeau 
Revolutionary Route and the quarterly      
meeting of the Virginia branch of the WR3 
on October 18th in Yorktown.  Excellent 
presentations helped update 
stakeholders on the status of 
the National Park Service              
national historic trail as well 
as the status of the state’s 
chapter of the WR3. 

welcome as I step into the role as President of the Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation. I’ve had the pleasure to serve the PWHPF 

for the past three years, focused on fundraising strategies for the Brentsville Jail project. I’m looking forward to working closely with my fellow 

board members and the Historic Preservation Division to create exciting new revenue streams and to plan dynamic events to fund the Jail and 

raise awareness about our organization.  

The PWHPF is my outlet for my passion in history. I earned my B.A. in philosophy and art history at Hollins            

University and later my M.A. in history of decorative arts with George Mason University in partnership with the 

Smithsonian Associates. I interned at the Manassas Museum during my graduate program, sorting through the               

costume and textile collection. My experience at the Manassas Museum  led to me co-curate the exhibit “Tailor Made: 

Vintage Fashions from the Museum’s Collection Unveiled” with curator Mary Helen Dellinger in 2017.  

 I live in Bristow with my husband and two young sons, 8 chickens and my mastiff, Ulysses. We operate our family-

owned home service company, Reddick and Sons, Inc, providing plumbing, hvac, and electrical services to the Northern 

Virginia area.  

PWCHPD Introduces Meghan Reddick 
as New President of the Prince William 

Historic Preservation Foundation  
 

Thank you for your warm welcome as I step into the 
role as President of the Prince William Historic 
Preservation Foundation. Thank you for your warm 
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November 30 
History by Campfire: Civil War Soldier’s Life   
6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.; $5 per person, free for children 2 and under.  
Enjoy a warm campfire and roasted 
marshmallows at Ben Lomond Historic 
Site while you learn some history! For 
the month of Veteran’s Day, learn how 
soldiers lived during the American Civil 
War. See a musket firing demonstration 
and learn about the rations given to  
soldiers compared to the snacks we like 
to eat today.    
Ben Lomond Historic Site, 10321 Sudley Manor Dr., 
Manassas, VA 703-367-7872. 
 
November 30 – December 1 
Rippon Lodge Holiday Candlelight Tours  
Gates open at 5:00, tours from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
$7.00 per person, reservations recommend, not required.  

For two nights only, view Rippon 
Lodge by candlelight at Christmastime. 
Beginning with a special tree lighting               
ceremony with tree ornaments                      
decorated by local schoolchildren on 
Friday, visitors will marvel at                 

beautifully lit historic grounds and buildings. Tours of the 
house will take place every 15 minutes to see our special 
Holiday through the Ages exhibit by candlelight. Interact 
with living historians, listen to music,   
enjoy making seasonal 
crafts, a warm beverage 
and shopping. Light            
refreshments on both 
nights.  
 

December 1 
Christmas Tree Lighting at Lucasville School  
4:30 p.m.; FREE, donations always welcome!  
Kick off the holiday season with this fun and exciting 
event hosted by the Prince William County Historic 
Preservation Division and Coles District Supervisor 
Marty Nohe! There will be a musical performance,               
refreshments, and an appearance by a very special guest! 
After the ceremony, Santa Clause will be available for 
pictures inside the schoolhouse. Donations of new and 
unwrapped toys will be accepted for Toys for Tots. In 
the case of inclement weather, call 
703-792-4620 for event status.  
Lucasville School, 10516 Godwin 
Dr., Manassas, VA 703-365-7895.  
 
December 1-2, 7-9, 14-16, and 21-22 
Holidays through the Ages at Rippon Lodge  
11 a.m. – 4 p.m. (Fridays thru Sundays) 
$5.00 per person, children under 6 are free. 
Stroll through seasonal celebrations of the 
past at Rippon Lodge. With interiors and 
exteriors of the historic house decorated 
for the holidays, guests view seasonal  
festivities to depict the holidays from the 
Colonial period though the 1950’s as well as reflect             
different religions.  Light refreshments, a warm beverage, 
and shopping for unique Rippon merchandise round out 
a wonderful holiday experience. Reservations strongly                 

recommended for groups larger than 
four. Tours begin on the hour on the 
front porch.  Guests should dress in 
appropriate attire and comfortable 
shoes for this walking tour. 
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 
Blackburn Rd., Woodbridge, VA   
703-499-9812. 

All fees listed are per person unless otherwise stated. All programs are free for children under six, unless otherwise stated.  
Please wear comfortable walking shoes and dress for the weather for outdoor programs.  No pets, please.  Programs may be  

cancelled due to inclement weather. Call site phone number for updated information and to make reservations, where required. 

 

         Rippon Lodge Historic Site               Lucasville School                        Old Manassas Courthouse                  
 15520 Blackburn Road, Woodbridge, VA  10516 Godwin Drive, Manassas, VA                   9248 Lee Avenue, Manassas, VA                            
                    703-499-9812     703-365-7895                        703-792-4754                  
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December 8 
Historic Yuletide Dinner at Old 
Manassas Courthouse 
6 p.m. - 7:30p.m. 
$75 per participant, ages 21 and over.   
Did you know that in early Virginia, 
Christmas had more for adults than 
it did for kids? Experience the holidays of years past with a 
historic Yuletide Dinner at the Old Manassas Courthouse, 
where you can taste some of the unique food and                     
beverages of the time and partake in some of the delightful 
traditions of 18th and 19th century Virginia. Reservations are 

required for space is limited. Call 703-
792-4754 for  reservations.  
Old Manassas Courthouse                 
9248 Lee Ave., Manassas, VA                             
703-792-4754. 

 

    Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park           Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre                         Ben Lomond Historic Site 
Iron Brigade Unit Avenue & 10th Alabama Way     12229 Bristow Road., Bristow, VA     10321 Sudley Manor Drive, Manassas, VA 
               Bristow, VA 703-366-3049                                               703-365-7895                  703-367-7872 

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

Photo Public Domain 

December 8 
Brentsville Holiday Concerts 
Concerts from 5 p.m. -7 p.m. 
FREE, donations always welcome!  
Join the Brentsville community for 
two holiday concerts filled with seasonal music performed 
by the Brentsville District High School Choir at the beauti-
ful and historic Brentsville Union Church. Enjoy hot cider 
and cookies by a warm bonfire. 
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre, 12229 Bristow 
Rd, Bristow, VA  703-365-7895. 

December 8  
Santa Comes to Rippon Lodge  
1 p.m. – 3 p.m.; $3.00 per child 
You better watch out!  You better not cry! Santa 
Claus is visiting Rippon Lodge for one                 
afternoon only! Be on your best behavior and 
keep your name on the “Nice” list.  Parents will 
be given special “Things Santa Should Know” 
cards upon arrival. Bring your camera for                
pictures and dress appropriately for weather as 
some activities are outside. 
 
With large numbers of excited tots expected, we 
ask parents bring plenty of snacks and extra          

activities for young               
children.  
Rippon Lodge Historic 
Site, 15520 Blackburn 
Road, Woodbridge, VA  
703-499-9812. 

STAY TUNED AS WE PLAN OUR 
2019 EVENT CALENDAR!  

 
Programs will be posted on                       

www.pwcgov.org/history soon!  
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January 1 
First Day Hike 
1 p.m. - 2:30p.m.; Free, donations 
accepted 
Bring in the New Year with a guided 
hike by local historians! You will 
start at the parking lot for a brief overview. Then walk down 
the 1863 Trail, and then via the 1862 Trail before walking 
back to the parking lot. This 90 minute, 3-mile hike will start 
the year on the right foot! Please R.S.V.P. by December 31 to 
historicpreservation@pwcgov.org or call 703-366-3049. Pets 
are welcome to join. 
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park. Bristow, VA. 703
-366-3049. 

 
January 24 
PWCHPD Winter Lecture Series: The 
Last  Days of the USS Monitor 
7 p.m.; Free, donations accepted  
Christmas Day 1862 was a joyful day for 
the crew of the USS Monitor. That even-

ing their thoughts turned serious as Capt. John Payne Bank-
head told them of the order sending USS Monitor south.  They 
all knew their ship was not seaworthy, and some feared pass-
ing Cape Hatteras.  Monitor left Hampton Roads on December 
29th.  It encountered a fierce storm on the afternoon of De-
cember 30th. Heavy seas overwhelmed the ironclad  with the 
full crew of 63 men on board.  Historian John V. Quarstein, 
Director Emeritus, USS Monitor Center as he takes us through 
the final days of the USS Monitor. Old Manassas Courthouse, 
9248 Lee Avenue, Manassas, VA 20110. 703-792-5618. 
 
Weekends in February  
Lucasville School Open House  
11 a.m- 4 p.m.: Free, donations accepted. 
Join us as we celebrate African American 
History Month at historic Lucasville School 
during our open house weekends in February. 
Visit the reconstructed 19th century school 
used by the community of Lucasville.  Learn 
surprising facts of African American history in Prince William 
County and Northern Virginia. Each weekend, enjoy a differ-
ent activity in the schoolhouse,  including tours, crafts and 
photograph exhibits. Lucasville School, 10516 Godwin Dr., 
Manassas, VA 703-365-7895. 

 

             Barnes House          Bushy Park              Williams Ordinary  
      5043 Waterway Drive, Dumfries, VA             14750 Lightner Road, Haymarket, VA           17674 Main Street, Dumfries, VA  
           703-792-4754        703-792-4754                  703-792-4754  

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

STAY TUNED FOR MORE EVENTS IN 2019!   
Programs will be posted on www.pwcgov.org/history!  

February 28 
PWCHPD Winter Lecture Series:                  
Professor Thaddeus S.C. Lowe  and Civil 
War Aeronautics 
7 p.m.; Free, donations accepted  
Join Balloonist and Historian Kevin Knapp 
as we explore Aeronautics during the                
American Civil War and the life of aeronaut 
Thaddeus S.C. Lowe and other key members 
of the fledgling Balloon Corps Learn about Professor  Lowe’s 
balloon which was launched from the deck of the George 
Washington Parke Custis, a balloon barge used  during the 
Potomac River Blockade of 1861-62.  How did these aviation 
marvels of the era work? These and other  logistics and      
science questions will be answered during the presentation. 
Old Manassas Courthouse, 9248 Lee Avenue, Manassas, 
VA 20110. 703-792-5618. 

 
February 9 
Barnes House Open House  
Take a tour of Prince William             
County's newest "old" building. The 
Barnes House was restored as part of the 
Montclair Library project. The house was 

home to an African American family after the Civil War. 
Learn about the family's amazing history during the                      
Reconstruction era and learn about the restoration of the  
building. The Barnes House is located at the Montclair                
Community Library.  Tours are at 11AM; 1PM; and 3PM, $5 
suggested donation. For more information, please call 703-792
-4754.  

 
March 28 
PWCHPD Winter Lecture Series: Doughboys 
from Prince William County in the Great War 
7 p.m.; Free, donations accepted  
Prince William County sent hundreds of men off to 
serve in World War I. The “Great War” had a         
severe impact on the men that served and the com-
munity they left behind. Join us as Bill Backus, 

Preservationist for Prince William County, shares their stories 
that have long been forgotten. Old Manassas Courthouse, 
9248 Lee Avenue, Manassas, VA 20110. 703-792-5618. 
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Become a PWC History Explorer! 
HPD has a new program for all ages! Do you love to learn about history?  

Do you like a challenge? Do you want to be more connected to our historic sites? 

Become a PWC History Explorer! 
Come by any of  our sites and pick up the NEW 

OR go online to pwcgov.org/history and print one out! 
 

Complete the workbook and receive a  

FREE PWC History Explorer wristband!  

 
H i s t o r i c  P e r s p e c t i v e s   

 
 

Special Interest 

Become a Brentsville Trail Guide! 

HPD has a new program for all ages! Do you love to learn about nature?  
Do you like a challenge? Do you want to be more connected to nature and our  

historic sites? Become a Brentsville Trail Guide!  
You can either come by Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre to pick up the NEW  

OR go online to pwcgov.org/history and print one out! 
  

Complete the workbook and receive a  

FREE  Brentsville Trail Guide wristband!  
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Become a Member of  the  
Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation  

for FREE! 

Become an Official PWC Junior Preservationist! 

Membership Benefits include: 
*Receive the Quarterly Newsletter* 
*20% off Gift Shop Merchandise* 

*$1 off Admission* 
 

Sign up at one of  the following sites:  
Ben Lomond, Brentsville, Rippon Lodge, or Williams                      

Ordinary and receive your membership card on the spot! 
For more information please call 703-792-4754. 

Do you love history? Do you want to be a part of  your community?  
Are you between the ages of  13-18?  

If  so, come join the Historic Preservation Division’s  
Jr. Preservationist Program! 

 

Jr. Preservationists earn community service hours for school, scouts, or other organizations.  
Get an introduction to the fields of  history, historic  

preservation, archeology, museum education and more.   
 

Time commitments are flexible to fit busy schedules.   
 

Contact HPD for more information at  
703-499-9812 or email: historicpreservation@pwcgov.org 

Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation 
Memorial and Recognition Gifts Tree Donation Program 

The Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation is proud to support Prince William County's  
efforts to preserve our past and fund important work that restores county-owned historic  

properties and structures.  
 

Your gift to the Tree Donation Program will help  preserve the historic landscapes of Ben Lomond Historic 
Site, Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre,  Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park, Rippon Lodge, Lu-

casville School, William’s Ordinary, and the Old Manassas Courthouse.     
 

For more information on the tree donation program please call 703-792-4754 or send an e-mail to  
historicpreservation@pwcgov.org. 
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Host your next special occasion, corporate retreat or  
business meeting at one of our historic sites.  We are sure 
to have the perfect venue to showcase your event! Come 
visit Rippon Lodge and see the stunning views of the  
Potomac River, Old Manassas Courthouse with the 

quaint experience of historic Manassas around the  
corner, and Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre where 

the 19th century Union Church is nestled. 
 
 

              Rippon Lodge  
    Historic Site 

    15520 Blackburn Rd. 
    Woodbridge, VA  

 

    ~ 
 

             Old Manassas  
    Courthouse 
    9248 Lee St. 

    Manassas, VA 
 

 

    ~ 
 
 

 

    Union Church 
    12229 Bristow Rd. 

    Bristow, VA 
 
 
 

 

For More Information  
Call: 703-792-5546 or 

Visit: www.pwcgov.org/rentals 
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Prince William County  
Department of Public Works  
Historic Preservation Division                
17674 Main Street                    
Dumfries, VA 22026    
Phone (703) 792-4754                    
Fax (703) 221-7504 
Contact us at: historicpreservation@pwcgov.org 
Visit our website at: www.pwcgov.org/history  
Interest in Historic Property Rentals call: (703) 792-5546

Learn about the Division’s many events throughout 
the year, see candid photos, get up to the minute   

accounts through Facebook Live and Twitter as well 
as find out interesting facts about  

Prince William County history. To see what’s  
happening right now, just hover over an icon below 

and follow the hyperlinks. 

 
 
              PWHistoric 
 
               @PWHPF 

 
            PWC_History 
 

 

 

Stay Connected to HPD   

Want to give 
back?  

Become a Volunteer for HPD! 
 

For more information about volunteering  
call 703-792-4754  

or e-mail  historicpreservation@pwcgov.org  

Facebook: pwhistoric 
Twitter: @PWHPF 
Instagram: PWC_History 

 

Historic Property  
Rentals 

Newsletter Staff 
Editor in Chief: Robert Orrison 

Designer & Editor: Paige Gibbons Backus    
Contributors: Brendon Hanafin, Audra Medve, Bill Backus, Jessica Alicea, David 
Born, J. Nate McDonald  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Historic  
Preservation  

Division 

https://www.facebook.com/pwhistoric/
https://twitter.com/PWHPF
http://www.instagram.com/pwc_history/
mailto:historicpreservation@pwcgov.org

