Historic Perspectives
News About the Preservation of Prince William County’s Historic Resources
Fall 2017

Published by the Prince William County
Department of Public Works, Historic Preservation Division

Rippon Lodge Celebrates 10 Years!
On October 20, 2007, Rippon Lodge hosted its annual Harvest
Festival. However, a much more important event occurred that
morning...and that event, marked the first official day of Rippon
Lodge’s public tour schedule! The site had been open to the public
for smaller events prior to 2007, although, as the second oldest
home in Prince William County, the Lodge required some TLC and
was not ready for regular public tours.
Acquired in April 2000, Rippon Lodge was showing its age.
Privately owned for over 250 years, the homestead needed a great
deal of restoration. Historic Preservation Division staff and
volunteers worked tirelessly on the large preservation and
HPD Photo
restoration project, from creating the historic structures report,
archeology, emergency stabilization, cataloguing the enormous artifact collection, research, and more. There were many facets to
the Lodge’s history left to be uncovered, tall tales and legends that needed to be proven or disproven, and oral histories to be collected from remaining family members and friends. Training staff and volunteers occurred, parking lots paved, signage installed, and
Interpretive plans created, and by 2007, Rippon Lodge was ready.
After the tremendous work required to prepare the house for public tours, the official grand opening for Rippon Lodge was set.
Beginning at 11 a.m., then County Executive, Craig Gerhart, addressed the crowd, welcoming them to the historic event.
In attendance were, then Supervisor Hilda Barg, Board Supervisor Chairman Corey Stewart, and PWC Historical Commission
member Ellis Hawkins. After remarks, congratulations, and the ribbon cutting, Rippon Lodge opened for its first, official, public
tours. Guests enjoyed tours as well as living history performances, storytelling, games, hayrides, pumpkins, and a petting zoo
provided by Prince William County’s Animal Shelter.
10 years later, what better way to celebrate this historical moment in the site’s history than at a fun-filled
themed dance! Join Rippon Lodge Historic Site at our World War II Canteen on Saturday, September 16th.
With live swing music, by the St. Thom Cats, guests are invited to dance the part, and dress in their best
vintage attire. “It don’t mean a thing if you can’t swing”, come enjoy the jazzy and upbeat tunes of the 1940s
while eating delicious food (provided by Tim’s Rivershore Restaurant and Crabhouse) will be available for
purchase. Special guest, Supervisor Frank Principi, plans to enjoy the event as well! Meet the volunteers and
staff who helped make all of the programs and events possible at Rippon Lodge over these last 10 years.
The Saturday event will take place from 7 p.m. to 10 p.m.
$10 per person with advanced reservation, $15 at the door. MasterCard and Visa are accepted.
It is our anniversary, so join us for dancing under the stars during this momentous celebration!
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Jessica Maria Alicea
Site Manager, Rippon Lodge Historic Site
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Military History Corner
Collaborative WWI Exhibit
Few events in American history hold as considerable cultural remembrance than wars.
While Americans have fought in numerous engagements in the country’s 241 years, three
stand out: The American Revolutionary War created our country, the Civil War saved it,
and World War II saved democracy for the world. Unfortunately, most Americans have
forgotten the most influential two years in American history, which include World War I.
While the United States was officially at war in 1917, most of America’s participation in
fighting took place in the final months of the War, and although over 100,000 Americans
died, it paled in comparison to the millions of Europeans who died. Since American service members were back in Europe fighting against Germany within a generation, perhaps
it is not surprising that our country has forgotten about the First World War. This
historical amnesia obscures the fact that the United States (familiar to all modern people as
a first-rate world power) is the direct consequence of our participation in World War I.
With the centennial of America’s active participation in the Great War, this fall the
Prince William County Historic Preservation Division is collaborating with the Manassas
Museum to produce an exhibit on the local impact in response to the War. While hunAugust 10, 1918;
Image Courtesy of LOC
dreds of local boys and men served, even more had to register for the draft. Twenty-six
local doughboys gave the ultimate sacrifice during the War. The wartime years also
witnessed immense change in our communities, with new military bases springing up, many of which are still around today.
The Forgotten World War: Its Impact at Home exhibit will be available October 6—March 4, 2018 at the Manassas Museum.
Visitors to this exhibit will leave with a better appreciation of WWI; here are a few images and local obituaries to give a glimpse of
that time in our world’s history...
George O. Lynch
– Sgt. Lynch popularly known as “Ollie” was the second
son of Mrs. Mary J. Lynch and the late Patrick Henry
Lynch. He received his education at Manassas High School
and Eastern College and is remembered as one of the best
athletes in Manassas track squad ever produced. He entered
the army at Camp Lee and was sent overseas as a sergeant
of Company K, 318th infantry, 80th division. He was
severely wounded in action in the Argonne, hill 474,
October 4, 1918, and died January 13, 1919, in a hospital at
Vichy, France, at the age of twenty-four.
Manassas Journal, June 10, 1921

Image Courtesy of Library of Virginia

“History of United States Army
Base Hospital No. 45 in the Great
War” 1924; William Byrd Press;
Richmond, VA.

Champ L. Jones
-Private Champ L. Jones was killed in action October 21,
1918, having gone overseas about July 15th. He was 28
years of age Sept. 16, and was drafted May 25. While at
Camp Lee he was in 42nd Co. 11th Batt. The neighborhood
feels that a true soldier has nobly answered the call of his
country, and has given his life for loved ones left behind. To
mourn his untimely death are his mother, Mrs. George
Florence, of Bristow, Va., one sister, Mrs. Norman Ginn, of
New Mexico, and one brother, Mr. John Florence, of
Bristow, Va., to whom the sympathy of the entire
community is extended during their sad bereavement.
Manassas Journal November 29, 1918

Image Courtesy of Library of Virginia

Bill Backus
Site Manager, Bristoe Station Battlefield Park &
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
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Collections Corner
World War I, Third Liberty Loan Poster
Just 18 days after the United States entered World War
I on April 6, 1817, Congress authorized the first Liberty Loan
campaign. The US had already become a source of weapons,
foodstuffs, and supplies for the Allied Forces in the war – but
entering and needing to send out our own troops, required a
source of funding. There were two options – taxation or bonds
(loans from private citizens). The first two bond drives were
very successful, but the longer the war lasted, the more
expensive it became; private funds were continuously needed.
Each campaign was carefully coordinated. A national
headquarters monitored sales of the bonds, and if they were
lagging behind, nationally recognized speakers, like Charlie
Chaplin, were sent out to promote purchasing. Posters were
designed and distributed to every locality – urging people to
participate in this patriotic act:, “Support the troops! Crush the
Prussians! Lend your money to the Government! Defend your
Country with your dollars!”
Boy and Girl Scouts offered the bonds for sale, as well
as local banks – rallying the public to put any extra money they
had towards the cause. In the end, the Third Liberty Loan
raised more than 6 billion dollars! Individual bonds were sold
for up to $45,000 per person to the bond sales, and after 10
years the owner could cash in the bonds for the original loan
amount plus 4.25% interest rate.
Image Courtesy of http://www.ww1propaganda.com

(Image of the same poster housed in our collection.)

Prince William County is lucky to have a reproduction of one of the Third Liberty Loan Campaign Posters. Neatly
framed, the poster hung at Rippon Lodge for many years while the Black Family lived there. As Virginia, and the rest of the
country, prepare for the 100-year anniversary of joining World War I, museums and historical societies are organizing and
planning exhibits to memorialize the event. Our poster will be exhibited at the Manassas Museum from October 6, 2017
through February 19, 2018 in their exhibit, The Forgotten War: It’s Impact At Home.
Sarah Nucci
Preservationist, Prince William County
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Staff News Part I
Keeping it Professional
By Rob Orrison, Historic Site Operations Supervisor
The history and museum fields are full of professionally trained staff and volunteers who strive to provide quality
work. Most staff members in the museum field are professionally trained either through college education or job
experience. Here in Prince William County, all of our historians and site-based staff hold college degrees in either history,
museum studies or a related public history capacity. With that said, it is important to stay up to date in our field of public
history and to do so, the PWC Historic Preservation Division maintains professional memberships in several
organizations.
Professional museum organizations provide staff training through workshops, webinars, conferences, and their
printed publications and technical updates. Membership also provides our staff the ability to learn and share new ideas
and techniques in the history, museum and natural resource fields. It has been proven that a better visitor experience is
gained through a better-trained staff. Our membership in these organizations also make our Division an attractive place to
work, which allows us the ability to recruit the best staff, interns, and volunteers.

The organizations of which we are members and a little bit about what they do/offer:
American Alliance of Museums – This nationwide organization was founded in 1906 and
includes over 4,000 museums and organizations. The AAM accreditation is considered the top
museum accreditation program. This prestigious recognition is a future goal for the PWC Historic
Preservation Division.
American Association of State and Local History – AASLH is a comprehensive national
organization that is dedicated to state and local history. Members include museums, historic
societies, civic groups, historic sites and parks. AASLH has an intro-level accreditation program that
all of PWC historic sites have completed and maintain membership in.
Historic House Museum Consortium of Washington, DC – This local organization contains
over 30 historic house museums in the metropolitan Washington, DC region. Museums such as
Mount Vernon and the White House are also members. Most of the PWC Historic Preservation
Division sites are considered historic house museums. HHMC serves as a marketing co-op through
print and online ads as well as a professional development organization through workshops and
annual conferences.
National Association of Interpretation – NAI is a worldwide organization that professionally
trains staff in interpretation (cultural and natural). All of the front line staff for PWC Historic
Preservation are certified Interpretive Guides through NAI.
Virginia Association of Museums – VAM is the oldest and largest statewide museum
organization in the country. This collection of Virginia museums provides staff trainings through
workshops, conferences and certificate programs. VAM also advocates on behalf of all museums
throughout the Commonwealth. VAM also produces several initiatives such as “Virginia’s Top Ten
Most Endangered Artifacts” and a museum emerging professional network to assist college students
in museum studies.
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Staff News Part II
Staff Highlights & HPD Summer Internships
Paige-Gibbons Backus has been very busy! As Site Manager for Ben Lomond Historic Site, Paige has presented at the National
Museum of Civil War Medicine, served on a panel about “Great Defenses of the Civil War” at the Emerging Civil War Symposium,
written blog post for the Emerging Civil War Blog, will also be speaking at the HHMC Symposium next month, and has received the
illustrious honor of being selected by Public Works to attend Prince William County’s “New Leader Academy” program. Finally,
Paige will attend the SYTA Conference to network with tour group leaders from around the country and share what PWCHPD has
to offer!
Jessica Maria Alicea, Site Manager for Rippon Lodge, Julie J Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve, the King’s Highway Heritage
Park, also serves as our HPD Rental Coordinator, gave a presentation at the PWC Woodbridge Senior Center on the history of
Rippon Lodge.
Bill Backus, Site Manager for Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre and Bristoe Station Battlefield, was part of a collaborative
research effort to build the WWI Exhibit now on display at the Manassas Museum.

Kate Grasse
Christopher Newport University, Class of 2018
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre Summer Intern

Ms. Grasse is a local resident and rising senior at Christopher Newport University. Through the course of her
summer internship, Kate researched the history of the Brentsville Schoolhouse to update the existing
“Furnishing and Interpretative Plan for the Brentsville One-Room Schoolhouse at Brentsville, Va.” Once her
research was complete, Kate produced an updated final document that will be used for future interpretation
and furnishing purchases. Kate is pictured flying a kite behind the Brentsville Courthouse.

Emma Mathews
Christopher Newport University, Class of 2018
Ben Lomond Historic Site Centre Summer Intern

Emma Mathews interned at Ben Lomond Historic Site as a part of her coursework to obtain her B.A. in Art
History from Christopher Newport. Emma helped with a variety of different aspects of the museum field in
order to give her a sense of what it like working in a small museum. She helped cover tours of the site, worked
in the gift shop, assisted with collections care, helped with special programs, and even planned, implemented,
and reported on the July session of Museum Kid Monday. With her interest in collections, throughout her
time at Ben Lomond, Emma completed an entire inventory of the collections on site, updated the binders and
files for the preservationist and site staff, and mapped out where each item was located within the rooms.
Through this process she was able to work with the Past Perfect files, the preservationist, and even

Lance Russell
Northern Virginia Community College, Class of 2018
Ben Lomond Historic Site Centre Summer Intern

Lance Russell is currently interning at Ben Lomond Historic Site from August until November 2017 as a part
of his coursework to obtain his Associates degree before transferring to the
University of Mary Washington to obtain a degree in Historic Preservation. Lance will be helping with a
variety of different aspects of the museum field in order to give him a sense of what it like working in a small
museum. With his interest in education, throughout his time at Ben Lomond, Lance will create a variety of
different Boy and Girl Scout programs plans for use at the site next year. These programs will range from
junior to merit badge level, and will focus on a variety of different subjects. If time allows, Lance will also be
responsible for creating a marketing piece for the scout programs.

If you or someone you know is interested in interning at one of our historic sites,
please email us at historicpreservation@pwcgov.org
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Rippon Lodge Historic Site
15520 Blackburn Rd., Woodbridge, VA
703-499-9812

Lucasville School
10516 Godwin Dr., Manassas, VA
703-367-7872

Old Manassas Courthouse
9248 Lee St., Manassas, VA
703-367-7872

Schedule of Events
All fees listed are per person unless otherwise stated. All programs are free for children under six, unless otherwise stated.
Please wear comfortable walking shoes and dress for the weather for outdoor programs. No pets, please. Programs may be
cancelled due to inclement weather. Call site phone number for updated information and to make reservations, where required.

September 2
Overnight Stay in Brentsville Jail
8 p.m. – 8 a.m.; $100 per person, reservations are required
From 1822 to 1893 the Brentsville jail housed numerous
people awaiting trial and their fate...accused of crimes from
theft to poisoning, and even murder. Come spend the
night in this nearly 200 year-old building, gather around
the campfire, and hear the stories best told at night!
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.

September 9
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; $45 per person
Cruise along the Potomac River shoreline and view sites
that were critical to the Confederate forces’ successful
blockade of Washington D.C. from September 1861
through March 1862. Local historians will discuss the
significance of the Blockade, gun batteries, and camps that
supported the Confederate efforts. The cruise will include
the preserved batteries at Freestone Point and Possum
Nose, as well as Evansport and Shipping Point.
Tour includes lunch and departs from Leesylvania State
Park in Woodbridge. For reservations call 703-792-4754.
September 9
School is Back in Session!
11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; $5 per person
Going to school was very different a
hundred years ago than it is today. Visit
the one room school houses at Lucasville HPD Photo
School and Brentsville Courthouse to learn about the
different ways students learned in a segregated society.
Make a craft at each school to take home.
Lucasville School
10516 Godwin Dr., Manassas, VA. 703-367-7872. &
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.

September 9
Historic Brentsville Schoolhouse Happy Hour
5:30 p.m-7:30 p.m.; $15 per person,
persons 21 and up only
Looking for a unique way to start
the new school year? Take part in
our Historic Brentsville SchoolHPD Photo
house Happy Hour! Receive two
drink tickets to use over the
course of the evening, come and explore the
1920s schoolhouse to learn about teaching in a
one room school during the Great Depression.
Reservations are suggested.
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.

September 16
Manassas’ Civil War
Hospitals Car Caravan Tour
8:00 a.m. - 5 p.m.; $40 per car
(lunch not included)
HPD Photo
Manassas was the site of
two major battles fought on July 21, 1861, and
August 28-30, 1862, along the banks of Bull Run.
The horrors of battle did not end for many men
when these battles ended…
Join us as we visit the hospitals of Manassas to learn
about medicine at the beginning of the Civil War,
about the soldiers who were treated in these
hospitals, and about the families whose homes were
commandeered. Reservations are required.
Tour Begins at Ben Lomond Historic Site
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872.
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Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park
Intersection of Iron Brigade Unit Ave. and
10th Alabama Way, Bristow, VA 703-366-3049

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA
703-365-7895

Ben Lomond Historic Site
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA
703-367-7872

Schedule of Events Continued...
September 16
Dance the Evening Away at Rippon
Lodge Canteen
7 p.m. – 10 p.m.; $30.00 per person
(active military discount) ~Reservations Required~
From Hollywood to New York City, canteens were the
place for soldiers to relax and enjoy good food, music,
entertainment and dancing during World War II. Musicians and actors
such as Glenn Miller, Benny Goodman, Bob Hope, Betty Davis,
Marlene Dietrich, Shirley Temple, and even former President Herbert
Hoover could be found spending time with servicemen at canteens across
the country!

Photo Public Domain

Dance the night away at Rippon Lodge! We transform the
space into a dance hall reminiscent of a canteen, with live Big
Band music, delicious food and drinks! “Dress the Part!” and
attend the event in your best dress, vintage costume, or
active military uniforms.
Please call for any questions.
Rippon Lodge Historic Site
15520 Blackburn Rd.,
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812.
Photo Public Domain

September 18
Museum Kids Monday!
10:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m.; $5 per child, ages 8 and under.
Bring your child to explore history through
sight, sound, smell, and touch through hands-on activities and
crafts! Topics vary each month and will include subjects such as
farming, textiles, or 19th century toys and more! Adult must be
able to participate with children. Please contact the site to learn
about the subject of the month.
Ben Lomond Historic Site
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872.

September 23
Brentsville Day!

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; Free
Brentsville
Join us for our first annual
Day!
Brentsville Day event! The
community of Brentsville has
been around for nearly 200 years
and served as the social and political center of Prince William
County for nearly 100 years. Enjoy Bluegrass bands, beer tasting,
historic farm demonstrations, living history, games, food, historic
buildings, and more!
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.

September 23-24
Prince William County Farm Tour Brentsville Stop #4!
10 a.m. - 4p.m.; Free
Join site staff and living historians to
learn about farm life in Brentsville and
Prince William County during the mid1800s. Tour the 1850s farm house, and
help us make some butter!

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd, Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.

Photo Courtesy
of Bull Run
Observer

September 30
Civil War Raiders of Northern Virginia Bus Tour

8:30 a.m. – 4:30 p.m.; $80 per person (lunch included)
Reservations are required.
One of the most famous figures to emerge from the Civil War was
John S. Mosby. Operating behind Federal lines in Northern
Virginia, Mosby created a legacy that still resounds today.
However Mosby was not the only band of guerillas in the area;
other bands of soldiers from Virginia and South Carolina also
worked in the area. Join historians from Prince William County
Historic Preservation Division and the Mosby Heritage Area
Association for a special bus tour that will not only visit Mosby
sites, but also other guerilla sites in Northern Virginia.
Bus departs from Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre.
For reservations please call 703-365-7895.
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Schedule of Events Continued...
October 7
Spectral Stories at Historic Brentsville
7 p.m.- 8 p.m., $5 per person, children free under six
Do you love scary movies and hearing ghost stories? Join
site staff for a fun-filled evening spent around a campfire
as you hear spooky stories about Historic Brentsville and
other haunts in and around Prince William County!

October 14
154th Anniversary Battle of Bristoe Station
"In-Time" Anniversary Tour
4 p.m. – 6p.m.; Free, $5 suggested donation
Join Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park staff and
volunteers on the 154th anniversary of the third and final
Civil War battle to take place in Prince William County.
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre 12229 Bristow Rd.,
This October 14th battle, while small, was the culmination of
Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.
Lee's last offensive of the War. Visit the park on the actual
anniversary for specialized in-time walking tours that will
October 7
Potomac Blockade Boat Tour make this forgotten battle come to life in vivid detail.
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park
10 a.m. to 1 p.m.; $45 per person
Cruise along the Potomac River Parking lot located off Iron Brigade Unit Ave.
Bristow, VA 703-366-3049.
shoreline and view sites that
were critical to the Confederate
forces’ successful blockade of Washington D.C. from
September 1861 through March 1862. Local historians will
discuss the significance of the Blockade and of the gun
batteries and camps that supported the Confederate efOctober 14-15
forts. The cruise will include the preserved batteries at
Battle of Bristoe Station
Freestone Point and Possum Nose, as well as Evansport
Anniversary Weekend and Luminary
and Shipping Point. Tour includes lunch and departs from 11 a.m.-4 p.m. daytime demonstrations, Evening Luminary begins at
Leesylvania State Park in Woodbridge.
7 pm; Free, $5 suggested donation
For reservations call 703-792-4754.
Join Battlefield Park staff for the 154th Anniversary of the
Battle of Bristoe Station. Tour a Civil War encampment,
October 14
watch artillery firing demonstrations, and tour the site of the
Fall Migration Bird &Nature Walk at Julie J. Metz
third and final battle that took place in Prince William CounNeabsco Creek Wetlands
ty. On Saturday evening, visit the battlefield for a rare treat
8 a.m.; FREE, Donations
to see over 2,000 luminary candles for every soldier who died
The Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve is
at Bristoe Station. Living history vignettes will be located
home to a diverse bird population. Join local birding and
nature experts on a guided walk along the trails and board- across the battlefield and self-guided tours will lead visitors
to meet the men and women who made history here.
walks. Bring binoculars and guide books. Please dress for
the weather and wear comfortable walking shoes. You will Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park; parking lot located
off Iron Brigade Unit Ave., Bristow, VA 703-366-3049.
get muddy if it has rained in the days proceeding.
No pets please.
Julie J. Metz Neabsco Creek Wetlands Preserve
15875 Neabsco Rd., Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812.

October 14
154th Anniversary Battle of Auburn, “In-Time”
Anniversary Tour
9 a.m. –10 a.m.; Free, $5 suggested donation
While the Bristoe campaign culminated on the afternoon
of October 14, 1864 at the Battle of Bristoe Station,
another battle earlier in the day had a profound impact on
the course of events. Join local historians for a special intime walking tour on battlefield land, not normally
accessible to the public!
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park; parking located
off Iron Brigade Unit Ave., Bristow, VA 703-366-3049.

October 16
Museum Kids Monday!
10:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m.; $5 per child,
ages 8 and under.
Bring your child to explore history through
sight, sound, smell, and touch through hands
-on activities and crafts. Topics vary each
month and will include subjects such as farming, textiles, or
19th century toys and more! Adult must be able to participate
with children. Please contact the site to learn about the
subject of the month.
Ben Lomond Historic Site, 10321 Sudley Manor Dr.
Manassas, VA 703-367-7872.
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Schedule of Events Continued...
October 20-21
Spirits of Rippon Lodge
7 p.m. - 9 p.m. $10 per person, (not
appropriate for young children)
Rippon Lodge’s diverse history
is full of truths, myths and
rumors, such as the course of
Route 1 was altered to avoid its
ghostly residents. Come and
experience a uniquely haunting
tour of the historic house and
grounds by candlelight, perhaps
encounter the departed spirits of notable residents and
neighbors, and hear their tales of sadness and triumph.
Reservations Required; this is a walking tour at night with
uneven grounds, surfaces and darkened rooms. Please
dress appropriately for the weather and walking;
flashlights recommended. Tours every 20 minutes
(7, 7:20, 7:40, 8, 8:20 and 8:40 pm.).
Call 703-499-9812 for reservations.
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 Blackburn Rd.
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812.

October 21
Legends by Lantern light:
Remembrances of Brentsville
7:30pm- 9:30pm, FREE
Hear the stories of Brentsville
from the perspective of the
people who lived and passed
through here during the Civil
War. The program will be led by
the costumed interpreters of the
Mosby Heritage Area
Interpretive Group. The county seat for Prince William
County during the Civil War, Brentsville saw soldiers
passing through it throughout much of the Civil War.
Confederates used the village as a point of mustering
point at the beginning of the war before Union soldiers
occupied the area from 1862-1865. The community even
witnessed a few minor, but deadly battles. Come learn
these stories and more as part of a lantern-lit tour of this
historic village. Walking is required. Please dress
appropriately. For questions, please call:
(540) 687-5188 or 703-365-7895.
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA.

October 22
Buckland Mills Caravan Tour
9 a.m.- 12 p.m.; Free, donations encouraged.
By 1863 Federal cavalry had finally come into its own.
However Confederate cavalry under JEB Stuart was still a
deadly foe. The October 19, 1863 Battle of Buckland
proved that the Southern horsemen were still capable of
trouncing their blue-clad counterpart. Join local historians
for a special caravan tour exploring what was later called
“The Buckland Races”. Stops will include Greenwich,
Buckland, New Baltimore, and more. Tour starts at Bristoe
Station Battlefield Heritage Park. The parking lot is located
off of Iron Brigade Unit Ave., Bristow, VA 703-366-3049.

October 28
Hospital Horrors
7p.m. – 10 p.m.; $10 per person,
(not recommended for children under 12)
Ben Lomond has a grim history as
serving as a Confederate Field
Hospital after the Battle of First
Manassas. Come experience a
unique opportunity to tour the
house and grounds in the recreated HPD Photo
hospital and hear the stories of
soldiers, doctors, and loved ones who were forever changed
during the Civil War. Guided tours every twenty minutes.
Advanced reservations strongly recommended.
Ben Lomond Historic Site
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872.

October 28
Historic Cemeteries of
Brentsville Walking Tour
Tours: 11am; 1pm; 3pm;
$5 per person
In the nearly 200-year
Courtesy of Historic Prince William
history of the community of
Brentsville, many cemeteries
have sprung up in the area. Unfortunately, some of these
burial grounds are now lost to history. However, others are
still marked today. Join local historians for a special
walking tour of historic Brentsville as we explore some of
these little known spots.
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.
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Schedule of Events Continued...
November 3
A Civil War Soldier’s Campfire
6 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.; $5 per person, reservations recommended
Enjoy a warm campfire at Ben Lomond Historic Site!

Learn how Confederate soldiers lived during the American
Civil War. Practice drilling with a Civil War soldier, see a
musket firing demonstration, and learn about the rations
given to Confederate soldiers. Try the cornpone that
Confederate soldiers commonly ate during the Civil War
and compare it to the s’mores we enjoy today.
Ben Lomond Historic Site
10321 Sudley Manor Dr., Manassas, VA 703-367-7872.

November 4
Paranormal 101
7 p.m. – midnight; $100 per person for seminar and investigation,
$40 for just the seminar, reservations required
Brentsville has a diverse history from being a County
seat for Prince William County to being a quiet town.
Today, many local residents claim that the jail,
courthouse and grounds are haunted by spirits from the
past. Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre is
partnering with East Coast Research and Investigation
of the Paranormal (ECRIP) to host a paranormal
seminar and investigation at Brentsville. ECRIP is a
local volunteer group of researchers who investigate
claims of potential paranormal phenomena and
educate interested parties by sharing collective research, experience, knowledge and theories. Participants will first attend a seminar with discussions about
various theories and current techniques. Afterwards, participants will work alongside members of ECRIP in a paranormal investigation. The seminar will run from 7 to
8:30 p.m. The investigation will be held from 9 p.m. to
midnight. Space is limited for the investigation.
Reservations are required.
Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre
12229 Bristow Rd., Bristow, VA 703-365-7895.

November 11
Bristoe Station Veteran’s Day Commemorative
Candlelight Tour
6 p.m.-8 p.m.; Free, $5 suggested donation
During four years of war, hundreds of Civil War soldiers
were buried in the area around Bristoe
Station. Some died in the two battles
that were fought for control of the
strategic railroad. Others succumbed to
disease they were encamped in the area
from a few days to a few months. While
some remains were removed after the
war, many still reside in the area. This
special candlelight tour of the battle will
highlight some of the soldiers who died
at Bristoe Station.
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park.
Parking lot is located off of Iron Brigade Unit Ave.,
Bristow, VA 703-366-3049.
November 11
Early Days of Prince William County
11 a.m.- 4 p.m.; FREE
Prince William County’s history begins in
1731 when it was founded by the Virginia
House of Burgesses. One of the County’s
oldest homes will host a special event to
highlight the history and culture of Native
Americans and colonial people of the area.
Living history demonstrations, colonial life
and military encampments from various
conflicts, such as the American Revolution, and of Native
American cultures will be available all day.
Tours of the house are also included.
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 Blackburn Rd.,
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812.
November 18
Cockpit Point Tours
Tours take place at 10 a.m., 1p.m.,
and 3 p.m., Tours are offered by reservation only at $20 a person
Join us on a special tour of
Prince William County’s newest
historic park, Cockpit Point Civil
HPD Photo
War Park. Tours of the site will
take place at 10 a.m., 1p.m. and 3p.m.
Reservations are required for the tours. Tours will
include difficult terrain and off trail style hiking.
For reservations call 703-792-4754.

Historic Perspectives
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Special Schedule of Events
The Forgotten World War:
Its Impact at Home
A 100th Anniversary Commemoration

Join the Manassas Museum and the Prince William County Division of Historic Preservation
in remembering the area’s World War I fallen, and those who faced hardship on the homefront.
All events are free.

October 6 and 7:

Profiles of Honor History Mobile museum will visit Manassas for tours; 1 to 8 p.m. on Friday;
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday in the Visitors Center Parking Lot, 9431 West Street, Manassas. The traveling
exhibit, sponsored by the the Virginia WWI & WWII Commission, commemorates both World Wars.

October 6 and 7:
Profiles of Honor Scanning Project; have your World War I and World War II documents and photographs
scanned and added to the state-wide online collection while keeping your original documents; 1 to 8 p.m. on
Friday; 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday at the Manassas Museum.

October 6:
Exhibition opening for The Forgotten World War: Its Impact At Home from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Manassas
Museum. Presentation of the colors and remarks begin at 6:15 p.m.

November 4:
Ed Lengel, Chief Historian of the White House Historical Association, will lecture on his book, Conquer
Hell, at 2 p.m. at the Manassas Museum; reception and book signing to follow. Don’t miss the Veterans
Parade through Historic Downtown at 11 a.m., and the Rotary Club Flags for Heroes display on the Museum
lawn.

November 11:

Prince William County – Manassas World War I Monument Ceremony, sponsored by the Daughters of the
American Revolution; 10 a.m. at the Old Manassas Courthouse, 9248 Lee Avenue, Manassas.
Manassas Museum
9101 Prince William St, Manassas, VA 20110
www.manassasmuseum.org / 703-368-1873
www.pwcgov.org/history / 703-792-4754

Historic Perspectives
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SPECIAL RECURRING EVENTS
Museum Kids Monday! Sep 18 & Oct 16

10:00 a.m. -11:00 a.m.; $5 per child, ages 8 and under.

Bring your child to explore history
through sight, sound, smell, and touch
through hands-on activities and crafts.
Topics vary each month and will
include subjects such as farming,
textiles, or 19th century toys and more!
Adult must be able to participate with
children. Please contact the site to learn about the
subject of the month.
Ben Lomond Historic Site, 10321 Sudley Manor Dr.,
Manassas, VA 703-367-7872.

Month of October
Rippon Lodge in Mourning

11 a.m. – 4 p.m.; $5.00 per person,
Free for children under 6; October 1 to October 30.

Why is black a color for mourning? Why are mirrors
covered when one passes away? How long did
someone wear mourning attire? How did mourning
practices change over the centuries? Learn this and
more during the month of October at Rippon Lodge,
as we dress the historic house in various periods of
mourning. Guided tours of this special look at how
death was commemorated and celebrated over the
centuries are on the hour.
Rippon Lodge Historic Site, 15520 Blackburn Rd.,
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812.

October 6, 2017 – March 4, 2018

The Forgotten World War and Its Impact at
Home: World War I Collaborative Exhibit
with the Manassas Museum

Working in conjunction with the Manassas Museum
this exhibit will look at the home front in Prince
William County and Manassas during WWI.
Themes will include music and propaganda, the
impact of the Spanish Flu epidemic in the area, and
the growth of farms and local military bases and their
impact on the county. A final section will list all the
soldiers from the area that were KIA.
Manassas Museum
9101 Prince William St.
Manassas, VA 703-368-1873.

Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park Tours
May-October: Tours on 2nd & 4th Weekends
11 a.m. - 3p.m.; Tours leave
on the hour; Free,
donations encouraged

Bristoe Station Battlefield
staff and volunteers will
provide guided tours of the
hallowed grounds that
contain camps, cemeteries,
and battlefields. Learn about
Camp Jones and the battles HPD Photo
that took place in 1862 and 1863. Tours begin on the
hour and depart from kiosk in the parking lot on Iron
Brigade Unit Avenue. The last tour leaves at 3PM.
Please dress for the weather and wear comfortable
walking shoes. Insect repellant is encouraged.
No pets please.
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park
Bristow, VA 703-366-3049.

Yoga on the Lawn at Rippon Lodge –
Saturdays, May through September:

9 a.m. – 10 a.m.

$5.00 per class, or 5 classes for $20.00

Enjoy yoga on the lawn, with amazing views of the
Potomac River and historic Rippon Lodge. Join
certified instructor Christopher Glowacki for an
hour long Vinyasa yoga practice. Beginning yoga
students to well-versed devotees are welcome.
Participants are encouraged to bring: yoga mat,
towel and plenty of water; beginners may want
to bring a block and/or strap. Classes are
offered most Saturday mornings from May to
September. Call Rippon Lodge to confirm class
day and times. *Those purchasing 10 classes will
receive punch cards which are good for the
whole season. Additional classes may be
purchased at any time.
Rippon Lodge Historic Site
15520 Blackburn Rd.
Woodbridge, VA 703-499-9812.
HPD Photo
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Special Interest

Become a PWC History Explorer!
HPD has a new program for all ages! Do you love to learn about history?
Do you like a challenge? Do you want to be more connected to our historic sites?
Then you should become a PWC History Explorer!
Come by any of our sites and pick up the NEW
OR go online to pwcgov.org/history and print one out!
Complete the workbook and receive a

FREE PWC History Explorer wristband!

Become a Brentsville Trail Guide!
HPD has a new program for all ages! Do you love to learn about nature?
Do you like a challenge? Do you want to be more connected to nature and our
historic sites? Then you should become a Brentsville Trail Guide!
You can either come by Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre to pick up the NEW
OR go online to pwcgov.org/history and print one out!
Complete the workbook and receive a

FREE Brentsville Trail Guide wristband!
Historic Perspectives
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Become a Member of the

Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation
for FREE!
Membership Benefits include:
*Receive the Quarterly Newsletter*
*20% off Gift Shop Merchandise*
*$1 off Admission*

Ben Lomond Historic Site

Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre

Sign up at one of four sites:
Ben Lomond, Brentsville, Rippon Lodge, or Williams Ordinary.
Receive your membership card on the spot!

Become an Official PWC Junior
Preservationist!
Do you love history? Do you want to be a part of your community?
Are you between the ages of 13-18?
If so, come join the Historic Preservation Division’s
Jr. Preservationist Program!
Jr. Preservationists earn community service hours for school, scouts, or other organizations.
Get an introduction to the fields of history, historic
preservation, archeology, museum education and more.
Time commitments are flexible to fit busy schedules.
Contact HPD for more information at
703-499-9812 or email: historicpreservation@pwcgov.org

Prince William Historic Preservation Foundation
Memorial and Recognition Gifts Tree Donation
The Prince William Historic
Preservation Foundation is proud to support Prince William County's
efforts to preserve our past and fund important work that restores county-owned historic
properties and structures.
Your gift to the Tree Donation Program will help
preserve the historic landscapes of Ben Lomond Historic Site, Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre,
Bristoe Station Battlefield Heritage Park, Rippon Lodge, Lucasville School, William’s Ordinary,
and the Old Manassas Courthouse.
For more information on the tree donation
program please call 703-792-4754 or send an e-mail to
historicpreservation@pwcgov.org
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Want to give
back?

Historic Property
Rentals

Become a Volunteer for HPD!

Host your next special occasion, corporate retreat or
business meeting at one of our historic sites. We are sure
to have the perfect venue to showcase your event! Come
visit Rippon Lodge and see the stunning views of the
Potomac River, Old Manassas Courthouse with the
quaint experience of historic Manassas around the
corner, and Brentsville Courthouse Historic Centre where
the 19th century Union Church is nestled.

Rippon Lodge
Historic Site
15520 Blackburn Rd.
Woodbridge, VA

For more information about volunteering
call 703-792-4754
or e-mail historicpreservation@pwcgov.org

Stay Connected to HPD
Learn about the Division’s many events throughout
the year, see candid photos, get up to the minute
accounts through Facebook Live and Twitter as well
as find out interesting facts about
Prince William County history. To see what’s
happening right now, just hover over an icon below
and follow the hyperlinks.

~
Old Manassas
Courthouse
9248 Lee St.
Manassas, VA

PWHistoric
@PWHPF

~

PWC_Historic

Union Church
12229 Bristow Rd.
Bristow, VA

For More Information
Call: 703-792-5546 or
Visit: www.pwcgov.org/rentals
Prince William County
Department of Public Works
Historic Preservation Division
17674 Main Street
Dumfries, VA 22026
Phone (703) 792-4754
Fax (703) 221-7504
Contact us at: historicpreservation@pwcgov.org
Historic
Visit our website at: www.pwcgov.org/history
Preservation Interest in Historic Property Rentals call: (703) 792-5546

Facebook: pwhistoric
Twitter: @PWHPF
Instagram: PWC_History
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